
DISCLAIMER: Reproduction, distribution, republication, and/or 
retransmission of this presentation and any related material without 
Xeneta's prior written approval is strictly prohibited.

March 2025  |  Container Shipping Trends

Disruptions come and go 
as operational noise 
continues 
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Monthly
Specials!
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All top 6 carriers impacted by Trump’s port fee proposals

• USD 1 million fee every time 
vessel operated by Chinese 
carrier enters a US port.

• Fees for China-built vessels 
operated by carrier from any 
nation, up to USD 1.5 million.

• Additional charge against 
carriers based on new ships 
on order being built in China, 
up to USD 1 million.

• Could see additional fees of 
$1-3.5m for every port call.

• Public hearing on 24 March 
and full notice is here.

Note: data behind this chart is from 1 Feb – changes since then will show on next slide

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/2025/Ships%20Proposed%20Action%20FRN.pdf
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Source: Xeneta, Clarksons

Read more at the Customer Hub: 2025 Tender Analysis Report 

Congestion remaining factor to watch out for 

Storms, strikes and record 
imports have all 
contributed to rising 
congestion in North 
Europe. 
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Fronthaul vs. 
Backhaul
Current Freight Rate Trends
- short and long term
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Development of global spot and long-term rates
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Development of fronthaul spot rates
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Development of fronthaul long-term rates
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Development of backhaul spot rates
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Xeneta Shipping Index by Compass (XSI-C)

Supply Chain
Heat Maps
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XSI®-C: Far East to US West Coast in sharpest decline for weeks 8-10
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Main Ports in Asia and Europe

Bunker Fuel

Prices and 
Surcharges
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Source: Xeneta, MABUX
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Current Demand Trends

What's being
shipped?
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Source: Xeneta, Container Trades Statistics
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Record exports from China to Canada 
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Takeaways
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Looming troubles on the horizon

Where’s the 
congestion?
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In the East and in the West

Where's the
economy 
heading?
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Forecast Period

Source: Xeneta, OECD, NBS and Eurostat
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• Compared to projections in 
Oct ’24: Global and 
Advanced Economies 
increase 0.1 percentage 
points.

• Less restrictive monetary 
policy stance in the US, leads 
to upward revision.

• Downward projections for 
Germany, Euro Area, China, 
and India.

• Other ‘Advanced Economies’ 
offset downward projections 
in Germany, Euro Area, China, 
and India, as real income 
expected to recover.

 

Growth projection for Global Economy increasing 
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Stay
’in the know’
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Don't miss a beat. Stay updated with our blog.

Recent posts on: www.xeneta.com/blog  & https://www.xeneta.com/press 

Attention intra-Asia shippers: 
how to manage ocean supply 
chains during market volatility 
and shifting trade patterns 

Read now

Feb
7The freight tender tightrope: 

Xeneta data reveals carrier and 
shipper negotiation tactics 
during Red Sea uncertainty 

Read now

Feb 
17

Trump Administration must 
urgently assess risks of severe 
supply chain congestion before 
imposing China vessel port fees, 
analysts warn 

Read now

Feb 
27

Xeneta poll: businesses are 
embracing new ways to procure 
ocean freight in 2025 amid 
ongoing market turmoil 

Read now

Feb 
26

Trump’s China import tariffs 
and massive ocean freight rate 
increases are perfect storm for 
US shippers

Read now

Feb  
3

The past, present and future of 
ocean container shipping: Q&A 
with Patrik Berglund, Xeneta CEO

Read now

Mar
12

http://www.xeneta.com/blog
https://www.xeneta.com/press
https://www.xeneta.com/news/trumps-china-import-tariffs-and-massive-ocean-freight-rate-increases-are-perfect-storm-for-us-shippers
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/attention-intra-asia-shippers-how-to-manage-supply-chains-during-market-volatility-and-shifting-trade-patterns
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/xeneta-data-reveals-carrier-and-shipper-negotiation-tactics-during-red-sea-uncertainty
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/attention-intra-asia-shippers-how-to-manage-supply-chains-during-market-volatility-and-shifting-trade-patterns
https://www.xeneta.com/news/trump-administration-must-urgently-assess-risks-of-severe-supply-chain-congestion-before-imposing-china-vessel-port-fees-analysts-warn
https://www.xeneta.com/news/trumps-china-import-tariffs-and-massive-ocean-freight-rate-increases-are-perfect-storm-for-us-shippers
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/xeneta-poll-businesses-are-embracing-new-ways-to-procure-ocean-freight-in-2025-amid-ongoing-market-turmoil
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/xeneta-data-reveals-carrier-and-shipper-negotiation-tactics-during-red-sea-uncertainty
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/trump-tariffs-and-geopolitical-chaos-xeneta-chief-analysts-top-tips-on-freight-tender-strategies-part-1
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/qa-with-patrik-berglund-xeneta-ceo-the-past-present-and-future-of-ocean-container-shipping
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Watch now

Live Webinar
Rethinking procurement: Breaking Free from 
Outdated Tender Rules
Missed the Tendering Update? 

Key Insights:

•A deep dive into the challenges posed 
by today’s market

•Trends from 2024/25 tenders

•Practical insights into adapting 
procurement strategies to current 
market dynamics

•Solutions for breaking free from 
outdated practices and building a 
more resilient procurement framework

•A closer look at index-based contracts 
and their role in creating flexibility and 
aligning with market trends

https://www.xeneta.com/ocean/freight/webinar/outlook/2025


Thank you!
DISCLAIMER

The content in this report is provided for general information purposes only and 
participants should not construe any information or discussion or contained 
therein as personalized advice. Participants are encouraged to do their own 
research.

Although Xeneta has made reasonable efforts to update the information in this 
report on the date it is released, Xeneta makes no representations, warranties 
or guarantees, whether expressed or implied, that the content of this report is 
accurate, complete or up to date. Xeneta expressly disclaims any liability for 
any decision made or action taken in reliance on the information contained in 
this report.

Reproduction, distribution, republication, and/or retransmission of this 
presentation and any related material without Xeneta’s prior written
approval is strictly prohibited.

www.xeneta.com
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